
 

LIST OF PREPARERS 
 
 

SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 
SECTION OF ENVIRONMENTAL ANALYSIS 
 

Victoria Rutson - Chief, Section of Environmental Analysis 
 

Rini Ghosh - Attorney-Advisor, Section of Environmental Analysis, Project Manager 
 

Catherine Glidden - Environmental Protection Specialist, Section of Environmental 
Analysis, Expertise in Cultural Resources 
 
Diana Wood - Environmental Protection Specialist, Section of Environmental Analysis 
 

URS CORPORATION- THIRD PARTY CONSULTANT 
 

Project Management, Transportation, and Land Use 
 
Jaya Zyman-Ponebshek 
Project Manager; BS Industrial Biochemical Engineering, 1984, Autonomous 
Metropolitan University; MS Environmental and Water Resources Engineering, 1986, 
University of Texas at Austin; 21 years of experience in environmental consulting, 
specifically environmental assessments and environmental impact statements of rail and 
other linear projects under NEPA.  

 
 Biology  
 

Jill Seed  
Senior Biologist; BS Natural Science, 1997, Louisiana University; 4 years experience in 
environmental consulting, specifically threatened and endangered species surveys and 
environmental assessments under NEPA.    

 
Groundwater, Geology, and Karst Features
 
Larry French 
Senior Hydrogeologist; BS Geological Sciences, 1975, University of California, 
Riverside; M.A. Geological Sciences, 1979, University of Texas at Austin; 28 years of 
experience in environmental consulting with emphasis on hydrogeology.   
 
Surface Water 
 
Jeff Irvin 
Surface Water Specialist; BS, 1972, U.S. Military Academy; MSCE Water Resources 
Engineering, 1981, Stanford University; MSCE, 1981, Geotechnical Engineering, 
Stanford University; 31 years of experience in environmental consulting. 
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Noise and Vibration 
 
Rob Greene 
Noise and Vibration Task Manager; Board-certified Noise Control Engineer, 1984, 
Institute of Noise Control Engineering; BS Environmental Science, Pacific Western 
University; Advanced acoustic and vibration studies, Bruel & Kjaer University; 29 years 
of experience in environmental impact analysis with an emphasis in environmental 
acoustics and noise control engineering; Member, Transportation Research Board 
Transportation Related Noise and Vibration Committee ADC 40. 
 
Grant Limberg 
Noise Specialist, BA Acoustics, 2005, Columbia Chicago; 2 years experience in 
environmental acoustics and noise control. 
 
Air Quality 
 
Brandon Marsh, PE   
BS Chemical Engineering 1998, University of Houston; 8 years of experience in 
environmental consulting with a specialization in air quality projects, specifically 
emission calculations from a variety of sources, air emission inventories, toxic release 
inventories, and general air permitting and regulatory compliance. 
 

 Cultural Resources 
 
 Dan Cassedy 

Archeology and History specialist, peer reviewer and consultant; B.A. Anthropology; 
University of New Hampshire; M.A. Anthropology; State University of New York, 
Binghamton; Ph.D. Anthropology; State University of New York, Binghamton; 24 years 
of experience in archeology consulting. 

  
Cut and Fill 
 
Ron Rypinski 
Rail transportation specialist; 40 years of experience in domestic and international 
railroad and transit operations and maintenance planning and design, (including 
commuter rail [push-pull and DMU], light rail, heavy rail, high-speed rail, streetcars, and 
automated people mover systems and facilities) and freight railroad operations, fixed 
plant improvements, track inspection, freight rolling stock, and experience with FRA 
regulations. 
 
Marc Devos 
Senior Transportation Engineer, BS Civil Engineering, 1990, California State Polytechnic 
University, Pomona; 16 years of experience in transportation engineering with focus on 
roadway and railway design. 
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John O’Connor 
Senior Highway Engineer, BS Civil Engineering, 1992, South Dakota School of Mines 
and Technology; 14 years of highway design and construction experience.  
 
Miscellaneous Technical Assistance 

 
Amber Davis 
Environmental Scientist; B.A.Anthropology, 2003, Texas A&M University; MS 
Rangeland Ecology and Management, 2006, Texas A&M University; GIS and 
environmental field investigation support. 
 
Geographic Information Systems (GIS) 
 
Julia Presas 
GIS Analyst; B.A. Geography, 2002, University of Texas at Austin; 4 years of experience 
in identification, collection, integration, analysis, and publishing of geospatial data. 
 
John Wade 
GIS Analyst with 17 years of experience. 
 
 

PRESERVATION CENTRAL - SUBCONSULTANT 
 

Rural Historic District 
 
Terri Myers 
Historic Preservation Consultant, Preservation Central, Inc.; B.A. English, Northern 
Arizona University; B.A. History, University of Hawaii; M.A. American Studies, 
University of Hawaii; 21 years of experience in historic preservation, including planning, 
architectural surveys and assessments, and National Register nominations.  Focus on 
South Texas borderlands and rural properties and landscapes. 
 
Elizabeth Butman 
Architectural Historian; B.A. in Architectural Studies and Art History, 2002, Rice 
University; MS in Historic Preservation, 2005, University of Texas at Austin; over 
2 years experience in historic preservation consulting, with emphasis on rural historic 
landscapes and citywide cultural resources surveys. 
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